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ADVERTISEMENT. 


0 T long after the Publica- 
tion of Free and Candid 
bs Di/quifitions, I took the 
Liberty to recommend it to 
the ſerious Conſideration of the Au- 
thors, Whether they had not omitted 
the principal Point that ought to have 
been explained in a Work of that 
Nature, uig. What is the proper Ob- 
a 8 


* 
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* 22 frions, dated June 19, and di- 
«refed to the Editors, touch upon 
ce a Subject, which the Authors do 
« not chooſe to concern themſelves in, 


«they had to offet, in Purſuance of 


vi ADVERTISEMENT. 


ject of Worſhip; or, What is the Form 
in which Chriſtians ought to pray. 


To this they have thought fit to 
make the following Reply, in a V.B. 
at the End of the ſecond Edition of 
that Book. 

M. B. « The friendly Informations 
* and Remarks, relating to the _ 
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any farther than they have already 


| done, in the Diſuifttions; which 


contain all” the 52; Articles that 


; — general Plan. And they have 
5 « only 


ADVERTISEMENT. vir 
m ec only to add here, that though they 


« differ from this Writer in their Sen- 

«-timents about ſome Points, (which 
0 « they humbly ſuppoſe he hath not | 
. « ſufficiently proved, in the Papers 
f « he has obliged them with) yet they 


« will not take upon them to diſſuade 


0 


him from applying to more compe- 
3 „ zext Judges, and to juſt Authority; 
if he hath Reaſon to believe, that 
his doing ſo will be of real Service 
' 9 Religion, and to the Church eſta- | 
3 « bliſhed in this Land. He may 
| « probably judge it proper to re-con- 
« ſider the Argument, before he takes 
« any farther Meaſures, to give it the 
« Force he may deſire and intend,” 


* c 


* 


A 


T * 


a 2 Such 


vii ADVERTISEMENT: 


Such an evaſive Anſwer I did not 
expect from Men, who profeſs ſuch 
- Candor and Sincerity, and pretend 
ſuch a Zeal for the true Worſhip of 
God. aH 30 


„They do not choo/a to concern 
“ themſelves any farther in that Sub- 
« ject than they have already done in 
« the Diſquiſitiont; which contains 
cc all the main Articles they had to 
« offer, in Purſuance of their general 
« Pap... - 


; Ought not this to have been the 
ain Article in their Plan, viz. To 
whom Chriſtians ought to offer up 
their Prayers? or in what Manner they 
ought 


Ty” TW 


ADVERTISEMRNT. is 


ought to pray? To this they have 
not choſe, I will not ſay dared, to ſay 
one Word. 


But though they don't think fit to 
anſwer to this themſelves, they are ſo 
good as to allow me, “ to apply 
4 to more competent Judges; —-if I 
e have Reaſon to believe, that the 
« doing fo will be of real Service to 
Religion, and to the Church eſta- 
« bliſhed in this Land.” 


If they are not comperent Judges of 
this Subject, why do they write at all 
about it? But is it not a Shame to 
hear Men, who take upon them to re- 
form the Liturgy, fay,--* They are 


cc not 


x ADVERTISEME NT. 
ny not proper Judges, in what Manner 
« Chriſtians ought to pray? 


What they mean by my doing real 
Service to the Church eſtabliſhed by 
Law, I leave to them to explain. I 
thought it might be /#fficient to do 
Service to Religion, by ſhewing where- 
in the Worſhip of Chriſtians conſiſts, 
according to the Scripture ; however 
it might differ from the Public Wor- 
ſhip by Law eſtabliſhed. 


J. have re-confidered the Argu- 
ment.“ — And I do here call upon them 
in the moſt ſolemn Manner, to give 
an Anſwer to it, as they hope not to 
incur that dreadful Denunciation of 
our Saviour, viz. V hoſoever ſpall be 

aſhamed 


ADVERTISEMENT. xi 


aſhamed of me, and of my Words, in 

this adulterous and finful Generation, 

of him alſo ſball the Son of Man be 

aſhamed, when he cometh in the Glory 
| of his Father, with the holy Angeli. 
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DISQUISITIONS, Oc. 


Her H O UGH, for ſeveral Reaſons, 1 
=" muſt confeſs, that I never expect to 
5 1 ſee any fartber Reformation in Re- 
Py ligion, either in Point of Doctrine, 
or of Worſhip, and eſpecially the 
Ae! yet, from the general good Character 
which is given of Free and Candid Diſquiſitions, I 
was inclined to read it over; when I was not a 
little ſurprized to find it to be true, what the 
Editors ſay of it, viz. «© That it is a Perform- 
* ance, not altogether of a Piece, in Point of 
Stile, and not ſo unexceptionable as could be 
* wiſhed, in ſome other Matters.“ Preface, 


Page 11. 


B And 


of Worſhip they thought belt. 
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And how indeed could this be otherwiſe, when 
it is confeſſed ; — © That the Deſign hath been 
under Conſideration, and carrying on leiſurely, 
« from time to time, for ſome Years, by ſeveral 
66 Gent! emen, who contributed their Obſervations, 
« which were at length brought together, and 
« digeſted into ſome Order?“ id. Page 3. 


A Book written in ſuch a Manner, muſt be 


a confuſed Heap or Medley of Things, thrown to- 


gether, without any Order or Connection: And 
ſuch J find the Diſquifitions to be. 


If theſe Gentlemen had intended a thorough 
Reformation. of the Liturgy, .or at leaſt. in the 
moſt material Points, (and unleſs they had done 
this, in my humble Opinion, they had much bet- 
ter have left the Liturgy as it is) they would have 


ſet the Scriptures before them, and examined ; — 


What Rules or Directions our . Saviour and his 
Apoſtles have given us concerning Prayer; and, 
What was the Practice of Chriſtians in thoſe Days; 
—and then have ſhewn, Wherein the Liturgy was 
conformable or contradictory to it. 


But inſtead of this, there is no mention made 
of theſe Things : As if the Scriptures had really 
given no Directions, how Chriſtians ought to 
pray; or had left it to the Governors of the 
Church or State, to eſtabliſh what public Form 


Now 


Free and Candid Diſquiſitions, &c. 3 


Nov beſides that this reflects the greateſt Re- 
proach and Diſhonour on Chriſtianity, and its 
divine Author, to ſuppoſe, that He, who declared 
He was ſent by God, has not given us as plain and 
as full Directions, as Maſes, by the Command of 
God, gave to the Jews, how Chriſtians ought to 
pray ;—it plainly, juſtifies and authorizes all the 
Superſtition and Idolatry of the Church of Rome. 


I am not aſhamed to confels, that I think a 
Review of the Liturgy to be as neceſlary as theſe 
Gentlemen can think it to be; I may add, much 
more neceſſary than they can think. i it to be; be- 
cauſe I am thoroughly fatisfied, which they de- 
clare themſelves not to be, that the Liturgy is 
not conformable to Seri pture, in the moſt eſſential 
Point, viz. The Oel, of Worſhip. 


But that we may, not take a Review of the Li- 
turgy, in the confuſed Manner our Authors have 


done, 1 ſhall confider. i it in n theſe three Reſpects, 
VIZ. 


1 As to the Length. of it. 


II. As to its being eaſy to be underſtood by 
Perſons of all Capacities. 


Ul. As to the Object of Prayer, or that Form 
or Manner, in en nen my to! 
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Now, if the Scripture has given the plaineſt 
Directions in theſe three Points, is it not very un- 
accountable, that our Authors ſhould not lay theſe 
Directions before their Readers, and enquire how 
or ay gy is W to them: 


This 1 ſhalt endeavour to ad without « bell 
afraid of giving Offence, or being aſhamed of 
Chriſt, or of his Words. 


In the firſt Place, as to the Length of our 
Prayers, our Saviour has given us the plaineſt 
Directions. hen ye pray, uſe not vain Repetitions, 
as the Heathens do, for they think they ſhall be hear 
for their much ſpeaking. Be ye not therefore like 
unto them ; for your Father knoweth what T, bings 
you have need of, before you aſk him. 


It is true, this is ſpoken with regard to private 
Prayer, but the Reaſon of the Thing holds as 
ſtrong, with regard to public Prayer. 


I will not deny, that our Authors have pointed 
out ſeveral unneceſſary Repetitions in the Litur- 
gy. But there are others, which they 5 «a 
fed over. | | 8 


Io inſtance in the Litam. Is not almoſt the 
Whole of it a needleſs Repetition of the ſame 
Words, both in the Miniſter and the. People? 
How often are thoſe Words repeated by the Mi- 
niſter, 


ſe 


d 


Free and Candid Diſquiſit ions, &c. «6 
niſtet, — That it may Pleaſe thee? And how often 


the Reſponſes by the People, — Good Lord, deliver 


%; and, We beſeech thee to bear us, good Lord? 
beſides other Repetitions, both by the- Miniſter 


and the People, at the End of the Litam. 


If theſe are not vain Repetitions, I know not 
what can be called ſuch. Nor can I account for 


our Authors paſſing over theſe, and objecting to 
the Repetitions of the Lord's Prayer, and the 


* — 


Were 11 not ads that the Subſtance of the 
Litany were comprized in one Prayer? 


And were it not better, that the Colle#s were 
reduced to a much leſs Number, which would 
prevent the frequent Repetitions of the fame 
Words at the Beginning, and the End of every 
Collect ? 


The Whole of the Communion Service, might, 
I think, very properly be omitted. For what 


Neceſſity is there of reading the Ten Command- 
ments, which gives Occaſion for the Repeating of 


the ſame Reſponſe by the People? or of the Epiſ- 
tles and Goſpels, when other Portions of Scrip- 
ture are read? - | 


And as to the Nicene Creed, I ſhall have no Ob- 
jection to the Reading of it, when it can be proved, 
either that the Bulk of the People can form any 
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Notion of the following Clauſes ; or, that any 
two learned Men agree in the ſame Senſe of them, 
viz, ** God of God, Light of Light, very God of 
1 "oy God, of one Sybapee Nn the Fubers 1 


9 * — — Method "for 


ſhortning the Morning Service on Sundays, viz. 


That whereas formerly it was three diſtinct Ser- 


vices, it ought to be uſed at three different Times. 
But I think there is no Neceſſity for this. The 


Whole may eaſily be reduced to one Service; ſo as 
not to be too tedious, or clogged with needleſs 


| Repetitions, and the ſame be. uſed in the Morning 


and Evening upon a Sunday, only the Pſalms and 
Leflons to be different. 


And as to aha Service foriSajnts Days, I think 


there are unanſwerable Objections againſt the-Uſe 
of any ſuch Service, as I ſhall ſhew' hereafter. 


14 


chap. xiv. hath- ſufficiently ſhewn the Abſurdity 
and Impiety of offering up Prayer in the Church, 


.. eaſy-to-be underſtood.” 


* and N to be undesſtood by all Men.“ 


I come now, in the ſecond Place, to conſider, 
Whether the Liturgy be, in all the Parts of it, 


St Paul, in his ert Epiſtle to fs ge 


either in a Language that is not underſtood by 
all; or in Words, the Meaning of which is not 


9 


EFF. d aka Aww. cx. 


Free and Candid Diſquifitions, Ko. #7 


| We 4 indeed 0 far * from the 
Church. of Rome, that our Liturgy is compoſed in 
the Language of the Country. But we retain all, 

or moſt, of the unintelligible Part of the Roman 
Liturgy ; ; which, though it be rendered into Eng- 
liſh, is as unintelligible to almoſt all the Congre- 
gation, as if it were in Latin or. Hebrew. 


The 1 which. our Authors make on this 
Head, are very juſt.— . Divine Offices ſhquld be 
« free from all Natters of doybrful. Diſputation. 
40 F or however right a Propoſition may be in it- 
6 ſelf, it can ſcarce be thought right by Men of 
80 — and Piety, to interweave it, in a dogma- 
40 tical and ſcholaſtic Form, with our Addreſſes 
eto the ſupreme Being.“ | 


- Had our Authors examined the whole Liturgy 
by this Rule, they had done well, and acted con- 
rr with themſelves, | 


Fe But how inconliſtent i is what immediately fol- 
lows ? Were it not likely to be more invidi-, 
* ous than uſeful, it would be eaſy to point out 
« ſome Expreſſions, in ond of the moſt ſolemn 
« Offices of our Church, which axe thought to 
ebe extremely improper in applying to the Al- 
> « mighty.” * Dina it, Page 322. 


© Our Authors, ſuppoſe, 1 mean 995 the proper, 
Preface upon the Feaſt of Ti rinity in the Comn, u-. 
e nion 
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nion Service, viz. ** Who art one God, one 
| Lord, not one only Perſon, but three Perſons 

38! in one Subſtance. For that which we believe 

381 * of the Glory of the Father, the ſame we believe 

3: « of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, without 

6 "any Difference or hops rs: 15-264 


[3 
it, 
ut 
it 
1 


What i is meant, by being more invidious than 
&« uſeful,” I don't well underſtand. But it ſeems, 
bdlaecauſe it would be invidious to propoſe the leav- 
* ing out this Preface on Trinity Sunday, therefore 
it ought to be continued; though they confeſs, 
That it is extremely improper to apply to the 
. Almighty in this dogmatical and ſcholaſtic 
« Form.” — Tf this be not to be more afraid of 
offending Man than God, I thiak nothing can be 
ſo. 


— — . — — 
„„ I „ IRR 45 Ta. 


38; : Beſides, How can our Authors expect that our 

20's Governors ſhould- agree to'a Review of the Li- 

19 turgy; when they themſelves, either don't ou 

I or don't chooſe to ſpeak out, what Amendments 

oF they would have? One, or * other muſt be tho 
Caſe, ” 


i | And will not Thoſe, who oppoſe a Review re- 
1 tort it upon them, and ſay; — © If the Preface 
* for Trinity Sunday be ſuffered to be uſed, there 
« js no Occaſion to omit the Athanafian Creed, or 

. any Thing of that kind. If we may preſume 
" * to ſpeak | to God in Prayer, as, we would to 
28: « Nen i in a Diſpute, in one Part of the Service, 
«6 we 


od — 
S =: 8 * 
4 : 


. 


Free and Candid Diſquifitions, &c. 9 
« we may as well do it in all. Or if one Part 
<< -be ſuffered to be unintelligible to the Bulk of 
&« the People, why not another Part?“ I leave 
it to them to give an Anſwer to this. 


There is another Paſſage, which plainly 1 
how unwilling our Authors are, for the ſake of 
Orthodoxy, to give up any Part of the Liturgy, 
though ever ſo unintelligible, or improper in our 
ſolemn Addreſſes to God; though they lay it 
down for a Rule, That divine Offices ſhould 
be free from all een of doubtful Diſputa- 
« tion. 55 a 


| Speaking of the Bag ae Obſer- 
vation upon it.—** The Exordium ſhall be paſſed 
&* vvet, though ſomething might juſtly enough 
&« be ſaid, in favour of the Simplicity of Adora- 
* tion; and avoiding every Patt of Controverſy, 
« and every ſcholaſtic Diſtinction, and term of 
« Art, in our ſolemn Addreſſes to Heaven.” 


Did. 324 


One would think, it ſhould be a fufficient Rea- 
ſon, not to paſs over the Exordium ; if, as they 
confeſs, it contains Things not fit to be offered up 
in our ſolemn Addreſſes to Heaven. This is to 
expreſs a great Zeal for the Honour of God, and 
at the ſame Time to ſhew the greateſt Indifference. 
It is to be hoped theſe Things will be explained 
in the Second Part of Difquiſitions, which they have 


a the Public. 0 
Something 


2 o * 
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* pf So Fu — a would ſay here, b _ 


| ſomething ſorhids;it, May I. be permitted ta 5 0 at 


it? Isit not this, That they think i it too much relem- 
bles the praying to "Three Gods, when we diſtinctly 
and ſeparatęly call upon three Perſons, or æhree 
Gods, + Oo the F ather of Heaven, have 
#*, mercy upon vs. O God the Son, have mercy 
44 upon us. O God the Holy Ghoſt, have mercy 
upon us? And that it is, e but the 
Bulk. of Chriſtians muſt think thus of it? | 


And what 1 that Simplicity of Worfhip, ck 
our Authors here hint at, but deſire to be exttiſed 


ſpeaking out? Is it not plainly this, That Rea- 
ſon and Chriſtianity. both Gjreft, that all Pra yer 
ſhould be offered up to God, even the Father, in 
the Name and through the Mediation of. his Son 
n Chriſt, lor the Aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit? 2 


* here call 0 upon them to mer any other Sim- 
olicity of Worſhip, or indeed any other chat is 
or can be intelligible to the Generality of Chrif- 
tians.—And. vet, when [ laid this Point, this Sim- 
plicity of, Worſhip before them, in the Remarks 
1 ſent them — * then truly they did re es 
et I had fuficiently proved that Point.“. ant 2 

What A Furte ls it, —t6 hear Men cal, in we 
moſt carneſt and ſolemn Mariner, upon our G0 
vernors, both ih Church and State, beſeeching 
them, for the Honour of God, and of our holy 


Religion, and for the Sake of the Bülk of Chrifs 
tians, 


* Notion of what they are reading,” 


Free and Cardid Diſquiſ#ions, &. 11 


tians, that they may not believe and worſhip they 
know not how nor What, chat our Liturgy may 
be reviewed and amended; and they either are 
not agreed amongithemſelves, or do not chooſe to 
wel out, what it is they would have amended 7 


80 much for that Part of - our. Tsp. Prayer ; 
which our Authors are content ſhould be left, 

juſt as it is, with reſpett to its heing unintelligi- 
ble; though they muſt own, the Amendment of 

Alteration of This is af much more Importance, 
than the ſhortning the Service, or the leaving out 
the Repetitions of the ſame Things, if E were 
ten times as many. 


F come now to conſider that Part of the Lityr- 
g the Creeds. 


And firſt, as to che e Creed, our Au: 
8255 think it would be better, if it were not read 
in our Churches. And the Reaſons they give for 
it are unanſwerable, viz, + That it has been the 
« Occaſion of ſo. much unchriſtian Altercation in 
e almoſt every Part of Chriſtendom ; and, that 
every few (they might have ſaid none) have any 


But they humbly hope, it may retain its Place 
„ quietly and unmoleſted in our Common Prayer 
* Book.” What their Reaſon can be for this is 


hard to conceive; unleſs it be, that they 1 a 


Time may come for the Reading of it en 14 


Ny hes 
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eee that it has been the Occaſion 
of the moſt ſhameful and unchriſtian Diſputes; 
and that it 1s utterly unintelligible, not to the 
common People only, but to the moſt Learned; 
as is plain from hence, that no two thinking Men 
ever agreed in the ſame Senſe of it;—If theſe 
Things are true, methinks it muſt be a Diſgrace 
to our Common Prayer Book; and a Reproach to 
Proteſtants, who profeſs to make the Scripture 
the only Rule of their Faith; to allow it a Place 
in our Service-Book. It ought rather to have, a 
Public Cenſure palſed upon it. 


But ſo unwilling are our Authors to part with 


this favourite Creed, that they make the follow- 


ing Propoſal.—** May not ſome middle Way be 
« found out, which ſhall accommodate the Dif- 
<< ference between ferious People, (I think they 
4 might have ſaid between Us and the 'Church:of 
Rome) and yet retam eee e 
* * D * Page 102. 


if we are to retain the Subſtance of it in a New 
Creed, methinks we may as well, nay much bet- 
ter, retain the Old Atbanaſian Creed. For muſt 
not this give Occaſion for freſh Diſputes ? or will 


it be more A 2 


* is very furprizing, low Men of Peace and 
Piety can talk in this looſe and inconfiſtent 
Manner, 


But 


Na and Candid 93 i 13 


But Jet us 1 New d ſo far as 
it contains, what they call,.“ the great Eſſen- 
s tials of our Catholic Chriſtianity ;* or, in 
other Words, ſo much of the Subſtance of it, as 
1 utterly unintelligible. | 


The Firſt Article i is, — © That we believe in 
the Father, who created us; in the Son who 
« redeemed ug; and in the Holy Ghoſt, who 
„ fanctifies us. And, that by the Confeſſion of 
<< a true Faith, acknowledging the incomprehen- 
<< ſible Excellence of the moſt glorious and ever- 
e bleſſed Trinity, we do with an humble and 
« ſincere Mind worſhip the Unity.” 


 . I ſuppoſe i it will be granted, that all Men 
are capable of underſtanding, what it is to be- 
lieve in the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
as our Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier. And, 
that they are as capable of underſtanding, what is 
the neceſſary Conſequence of ſuch Belief, that we 
offer up all Prayer to the Father, in the Name of 
his Son, for the Aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit. 


Theſe, if I underſtand any thing in my Bible, 
are the great Eſſentials of Chriſtianity taught 
therein. I do not chooſe to call it Cathoke Chriſ- 
tianity, as that Word has been ſo much abuſed 
by Proteſtants as well as Papiſts. 


| But what is meant, 7 by een the 


& * Unity, ” I believe no Man, nat the moſt Wiſe 
and 
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and Learned underſtand, for this plain Reaſon; 
that it 1s —_— * | | 

_ out Authors tell us in 510 — belong 

”" The other Expreſſion, that is in tlie old Atha- 
e naſian Creed; of worſhiping the Unity in Tri- 
e nity, and the Trinity 1 in Unity, being more ob- 
* ſcure, and thought by many to be ſcarce in- 
« telligible; it was judged proper to alter it as 
und "Shove; * that of ren If the Unity. * 


And can cy really think, ie hi one is ob- 
ſcure and ſcarce intelligible, and that A: _ is 
not the fame * i OD a „Mitt 

Had they laid, We a are to 0 believe i in ads Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, and to offer up 
Prayer diſtinctly to each of them, this had been 
intelligible, and conformable to their F aith: But 
to ſay, We are to believe in the Three Divine 
Perſons, and to worſhip the Unity, is to affett to 
talk unintelligibly, becauſe . don t chooſe to 
Te out. 


The Third Article of this New Creed is, — 
4 That, in our Nature, Chriſt ſuffered and, died 
* u = [XY | 


That Chriſt, or the OY bu Son of "I 
did, in Obedience to the Will of God his F ather, 
and by his own volyntary Conſent, condeſcen 1 8 to 
leave chat Glory which He had with God, ar 
be 
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be born of a Woman; and by that means to be 
united to a human Body, that he might be capable 
to reveal the Will of God to ſinful Men, and to 
lay down his- Life à Ranſom and a Sacrifice for 
them, to reconcile them to God, and to make 
them worthy of eternal Happineſs ;—this is the 
plain Doctrine of the New Teſtament, and is . 
all Men may eaſily underſtand. . hn 


But if We Chriſt's Suffering and Dying in our 
Nature be meant, — That he was united to a hu- 
man Soul and Body, and that by Virtue of this 
Union he partook of the Sufferings of the human 
Soul; this is utterly unintelligible, and impoſ- 
ſible to be reconciled with the Scripture Doctrine 
of the Redemption of Man. For the Scripture 
every where ſpeaks of Chriſt as one Perſon, via. 
the only-begotten Son of God, who, Himſelf,” in 
his own Perſon, humbled himſelf, was incarnate, 
and ſuffered. 


- Theſe are the only unincelligible Articles in 
this Creed, and it muſt be confeſſed, they retain 
the Subſtance of the Atbanaſian Creed; and for that 
Reaſon is ſo far from being a middle Way to 
* ñaccommodate the Difference between ſerious 
vc People,” that it is no Compoſition or middle 
Way at all, but obliging Men to profeſs their 
Faith in the ſame unintelligible Manner as in the 
Athanaſian Creed: It is indeed giving tip a long 
Gingle of Words, which the {/banaſians'won't-be 
LE | pleaſed 
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pleaſed with, and which no ſincere Chriſtian will 
thank * for. | 


The Concluſion of this New Creed is, viz. 
„ Finally, that he who believeth theſe Things, 
and is baptized into this Faith, ſhall be ſaved 
« and that he who believeth not ſhall be con- 
« demned.” 


How this Sentence of pronouncing all thoſe 
Damned who do not believe this Creed, differs 
in the leaſt from thoſe Damnatory Clauſes in the 
Athanaſian Creed, for not believing. the ſame 
Doctrine, is, I think, incumbent upon our Au- 
thors to make appear. And how they can aſſert 
ſuch a Clauſe in their Creed, after what they 
have ſaid and quoted from other Writers concern - 
ing the ſame Clauſes in the Athgnafian Creed, is 
not eaſily to be accounted for. See Page 318, Sc. 


Before I leave this Subject, it is fit I take No- 
tice of one further Remark which our Authors 
make concerning the Doctrine of the Trinity. 


be great Doctrine of the Trinity (they tell us) 
was never deſigned for Controverſy; and being 
(as this Creed juſtly confeſſes it to be) a Subject 
above the Reach of human Comprehenſion, it 
muſt, for that very Reaſon, be a Subject very un- 

meet for Diſputation among frail and fallible 
Men Did. . 309. FS 
How 


6 
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How ridiculons is it to quote this Creed for a 
Proof of this, when they confeſs, © That it has 
& been the Occaſion of the moſt unchriftian A- 
<& tercation in almoſt every Part of Chriſtendom.” 
But their Meaning, I ſuppoſe, is, That if Men 
would but acquieſce in the Explanation which this 
Creed gives of the Doctrine of the Trinity, there 
need be no Diſpute about it. | 


But is it not true concerning every other Doc- 
trine of the Goſpel, ** That they were never de- 
4 ſigned for Controverſy?” Chriſtianity was in- 
tended to put an End to all Diſputes about Re- 
ligion. 


To inſtance in one Doctrine, The Doctrine of 


a future State of Rewards and Puniſhments. No 


Man who believes the Scripeure C1 can doubt of the 
Truth of this. 


The Scripture declares, that Life and Immorta- 
lity is brought to Light through the Goſpel. This is 
a plain and poſitive Declaration of a future State 
of Rewards: And no Man who believes the Scrip- 
ture can doubt the Truth of it. 


But when the Scripture declares farther, That 
this Reward is ſuch as Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear 
heard, neither hath it entered into the Heart of Man 
to conceive; mult it not be the greateſt Folly and 
Preſumption in Men to diſpute about the Nature 
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of this Reward? All that the Scripture intends, 
is to ſet forth the Greatneſs of the Reward, to en- 
courage Men to lead holy Lives. 


So far as the Scripture has revealed concerning 
any Doctrine, ſo far it is eaſy tu be underſtood. by 
all Men. But what is not revealed, the wiſeft 
Man can know nothing of; and therefore it is 


great Preſumption in any Man to diſpute about 
It. 


This is the Diftin#ion that ought to be made 


concerning any Doctrine which is not particularly 
defined in Scripture. 


To apply this to the Doctrine of the Trinity. 
— Reaſon, as well as Revelation, tells us, that 
there is one God, one ſupreme Cauſe and Original 


of Things, who is the alone Author of all Being, 
and the Fountain of all Power. 


This one God is, in the New Teſtament, em- 
phatically ſtiled, The Father. 


Bur farther. The New Teſtament is a Reve- 
lation of Two Divine Perſons, called, The Son, 
and the Holy Spirit of God. The firſt is em- 
phatically ſtiled, The only begotten Son of God; 
the other is ſaid to proceed from the Father. 


By 


* , ＋4„„—²k(15.ü 
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- By this Deſcription of them, they are plainly 
diſtinguiſhed from each other, and from all other 
Beings, who are ſaid to be created. 


By this their great Dignity is plainly pointed 
out to us. But if any Man will preſume to ex- 
plain, of how great Dignity they are, or how the 
Son is begotten of the Father, or how the Holy 

irit proceeds from the Father, he diſputes about 

yhat he can know nothing of, becauſe the Scrip- 
ture has not defined or revealed it. 


| God, ſays our bleſſed Saviour, /o loved the World, 
that be gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever be- 
hieveth in bim ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting 
Life. This is ſpoken to ſhew the amazing Love 
of God to Man: And this is ſufficient to all the 
Ends and Purpoſes of Religion. But if any Man 
will diſpute how great this Love of God was, that 
is, of how great Dignity the Perſon was who was 
given by God for the Redemption of Man, he 
diſputes about that which he can know nothing 


of. 


In this Senſe, and no other, the Doctrine of 
the Trinity is above our Comprehenſion; or in 
other Words, what the metaphyſical Nature, Eſ- 
ſence, or Subſtance, of the Father, the Son, or 
the Holy Spirit is: Of this we can have no Idea, 
becauſe the Scripture has not defined it, 

C 2 But 
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But to ſpeak. in general of the Doctrine of the 
Trinity, —** That it is a Subject above the Reach, 
* of human Comprehenſion,” —is as abſurd as to 
ſay, That the Doctrine of the Reſurrection, or of 
a future State, is above our Comprehenſion. . / 


Nor can any Thing poſſibly be more ridiculous, 
than to hear Men ſay, © That the great Doctrine 
Jof the Trinity was never deſigned for Contro- 
« verſy, —and yet argue for a Creed, the Whole 
of which is Controverſial, and nothing elſe. 


If this be the Uſe our Authors make of their 
Quotations from ſome eminent Writers concern- 
ing the Athanaſian Creed, it is directly en to 
the Uſe thoſe Writers intended. | 


The third and laſt Point, I propoſed to conſi- 
der, was the Object of Prayer, or what is that 
Form or Manner in which Chriſtians ought to 


pray. 


This, one would think, ſhould have been the 
principal Thing, which our Authors ought to have 
explained. For this is the eſſential Point in Prayer. 
Accordingly, God gave this Command to the 
Jews, — ** Thou ſhall have none other Gods be- 
fore me.” — And when the Devil would have 
prevailed with our Saviour to fall down and wor- 
ſhip him, his Anſwer was; — IT is written, thou 
ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and bim only ſhalt 

thou 
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thou ſerve ; — plainly intimating, that this was writ- 
ten not for the Jets only, but for all others to the 
End of the World. 


But as Chriſtianity is a Revelation of two di- 
vine Perſons, called the Son, and the Holy Spirit 
of God; and as God ſent his Son into the World 
to publiſh a new Covenant with Man, and to lay 
down his Life a Ranſom and a Sacrifice for ſinful, 
Men, to reconcile them to God, and to make 
them worthy of eternal Happineſs; and ſince, for 
this his Obedience to the Will of God his Father, 
he is exalted to his right Hand, to be our Media- 
tor, and will be our Judge at the laſt Day; and 
as the Holy Spirit is likewiſe ſent by God into the 
World, in an inviſible manner, to be the Sancti- 
fier of all Hearts, and the Comforter and Sup- 
porter of good Chriſtians under all their Difficul- 
ties; it is reaſonable to expect that Chriſt has 
given ſome net Commandment, in what Manner 
all, who believe in him, ought to pray, different 
from what was required of the Jews. 


This the Reaſon of the Thing plainly ſpeaks 
and, if we ſearch the Scripture, we ſhall find ir 
to be ſo. 


When his Diſciples aſked him to teach them to 
pray, as Jobn taught his Diſciples, he gave them 
that Form of Prayer, commonly called, The 
Lord's Prayer. Here is no Alteration of Worſhip 

"> Y commanded, 
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commanded, but they were to offer up their 
Prayer to God, even the Father, as the Jews did. 


After this, we do not find that our Saviour gave 
his Diſciples any other Inſtructions concerning 
Prayer, till a little before he ſuffered, in his laſt 
Diſcourſe with them. He then reſumes the Sub- 
Je& of Prayer, plainly telling them, how they 
ſhould pray, when he left them, and returned to 


the Father. In that Day, (ſays he) ye ſhall aſe me 


nothing. Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, whatſoever 
ye ſhall aſe the Father in my Name, he will give it 
you. Hitherto ye have aſked nothing in my Name; 
aſe, and ye ſball receive. At that Day ye Hall aſt 
in my Name. 3 


Here is plainly a new Commandment given by 
our Lord to his Diſciples, via. That when he 
left them, they were to pray to the Father in 
cc his Name.” — Hitherto ye have aſked nothing in 
my Name. — He does not fay, Hitherto ye have 
offered up all Prayer to the Father, but when I 


leave you, then ye ſhall offer up Prayer to me 


likewiſe. This he moſt certainly would have 
done, had he intended to inſtruct them, that they 
ſhould offer up Prayer to Him, as well as to the 
Father. 


It cannot be denied, that our Saviour was here 
giving full Directions to his Diſciples, how they 
were to pray, when he left them, and returned to 
the Father. And can it be ſuppoſed, that he 


ſhould give them this new Commandment, To 
pray 


* 
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pray to the Father in his Name; and that, if they 
were likewiſe to pray to himſelf, he ſhould not 
plainly tell them ſo? Inſtead of doing this, as he 
certainly knew, that in After-Ages Men would 
offer up Prayer to him, therefore in order to pre- 
vent it, and to be a Warning to all Chriſtians in 
future Times, he expreſsly forbids them to offer 
up any Prayer to him; — In that Day, (ſays he) 
ye ſhall aſt me nothing. 


This is no forced or unnatural Comment upon 
this Diſcourſe of our Saviour to his Diſciples, but 
the plain, caſy, and neceſſary Senſe and Explana- 
tion of it. Though 1 in Truth it needs no Expla- 
nation, nor is the Senſe of it, as a poſitive Inſti- 
tution, how Chriſtians ought to pray, poſlibly to 
be evaded, viz, That they were to offer up all 
Prayer to God, even the Father, in his Name. 


And when our Authors think to juſtify their 
Conduct in refuſing to anſwer to this, alledging, 
<« that it is no Part of their general Plan, and that 
they are not competent Judges of the Senſe of 
* gur Saviour's Words, Sc.“ - they only expoſe 
themſelves to the Scora and Deriſton of Infidels, 
and of Papiſts, and prejudice all ſerious Chriſtians 
againſt their Undertaking. 


But though our Saviour's Directions can alone 
determine, how Chriſtians are to pray; yet if we 
chooſe, to be determined. by the Reaſon of the 
Thing, (aud our Authors ſay very juſtly, «= 
| C 4 6 That 
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& That Reaſon and Chriſtianity, always coincide? 
Preface, Page 16.) Reaſon demonſtrates, that all 


Prayer ought to be offered 10 to God, even the 
F ather. 


The very Office of a Mediator necelbry im- 
plies, that He is not the Perſon to be invoked; 


but that we are to pray to that Perſon, with whom 
he is our Mediator. | 


Who is it that pardons our Sins? Is it not 
God? And upon what Conditions will He do 
this? Is it not for the Sake of his Son, for his 
laying down his Life, and upon his Interceſſion, 
and upon. our ſincere Repentance ? Ought not 


all Prayer then to be offered up to wy. in | the 
Name of his Son? 


Beſides, if we pray to more Perſons than One, 
ſhall we not be perplexed in our Minds, to which 
we ought to pray moſt frequently, and with the 
greateſt Ferventy i * | 


This will BE be found to be true by all 
conſiderate Perſons ; and is an unanſwerable Ar- 


gument — more ere of Prayer than one 
only. 5 


« a » W 


But the offering up 8 to Chriſt i is not the 
only Difficulty. to get over. According to our 
Authors Principles, Prayer ought likewiſe to be 
offered up to the Holy Spirit; and they may as 
well ſay, with the Church of Rome, that we are 

juſtified 
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juſtified in praying to the /7 kin 2 and to 
Saints and Angels. ö va 


The Scripture  expreſly declares; that God his 
ſent his Holy Spirit to be the San#tifier of all Hearts. 
And of the holy Angels it is ſaid, that they are 
all miniſtring Spirits, ſent forth to nter * chem 
who ſhall be Heirs of Salvation. 


This is a ſufficient Reaſon akon ſhould pray 
to God to give us the Aſſiſtance of his Holy Spi- 
rit, and that his Angels may miniſter to us : But 


this will not juſtify our praying to either. No- 


thing leſs than an exprefs Command can juſtify 
our doing of it. 


ande it is, I think, undeniable, that both 


Reaſon and Scripture require that all Prayer be 
offered up to God, even the Father. 


It is that Glory which God hath declared, that 


he will not give to any other Perſon. Invocation 
is the peculiar Honour due to the Father, as Me- 


diation is the peculiar Honour due to the Son, and 


San#ification the peculiar Honour due to the Holy 
Spirit. And we may as well ſet up more Medi- 


tors than the Son, as the Papiſts have done; and 
more Sanctifiers, than the Holy Spirit; as more 
Objects of Prayer or Invocation, than the Fa- 
ther. 


The Simplicity of the Chriſtian Worſhip con- 
ſiſts in this, and this alone, and I defy our Au- 
thors to ſnew any other. 


But 


ig 
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But becauſe Example may weigh more than 
Precept with ſome, let us enquire, What was 
the Practice of WD Yep: and oy MRO 
tians. | 


To be related of this, we A no Re 
Proof, than the Epiſtles of St Paul, which give 


the * Directions concerning Prayer. 


| Seeing then, that we have a great High Prieſt, 
that is paſſed into the Heavens, Jeſus the Son of God, 
let us therefore come boldly unto the Throne of 
Grace, that we may obtain Mercy.. Wherefore be is 
able to ſave them to the uttermoſt, who come—unto 
God, —by bim; jeeing he ever liveth to make Inter- 
cefſion for them. By him therefove let us offer the 
Satrifice of Praiſe to God continually. 


There is not the leaſt Intimation throughout all 
the Epiſtles of St Paul, of of the other Apoſtles, 
that Chriſtians in thoſe Days offered up Prayer to 
the Son, or to the Holy Spirit. 


I bow my Knees (ſays that great Apoſtle) to the 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. — But we no 
where find, that he bowed his Knees (except in 
one Inſtance) to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; which he 
of all the Apoſtles would not have omitted to do, 
had he not known, that all Prayer was to be of- 
fered up to the Father. 


And now 1 appeal to — — Chriſtian, 
that is, to ſuch as are not aſhamed of our Bleſſed: 
Saviour, 
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Saviour, and of his Words, in this adulterous and 
ſinful Generation; Whether I have not clearly 
proved from. Scripture, that all Prayer ought to 
be offered up to God, even the Father, in the 
alone Name and Mediation of his Son Jeſus Chriſt; 
—and, whether the Authors of Di/qui/itions ouglit 
not to have made this the Foundation of their 
Plan. 


It will perhaps be expected, that I ſhould take 
notice of thoſe Texts of Scripture, which have 
been urged, as containing Precepts or Examples 
of offering up Prayer to Chriſt ; though no Texts 
of obſcure or doubtful Signification, can invali 
date thoſe that are clear and expreſs ; only to ſhew, 
how Men will reſt and torture the Scriptute to 
ſupport a favourite and ſinking Hypothefis; rather 
than give up a Point, which they are EE 
they cannot * | 


The firſt Text chat is brought to prove, that 

Prayer is commanded to be offered up to the Son, 
is this That all Men ſbauld bonour the Son, even 
as they honour the Fatber. Nothing can be more 
forced, than to apply this to Prayer. The Father 
(ſays our Saviour) bath committed all Fudgement to 
the Son, that all Men ſhould honour the Son, even 
as they honour the Father ; he that honoureth not 
the don, Bonoureth not the Father who bath ſent 
bim The Reaſons here given for honouring the 
Son, are, bat the Father bath given all Judge- 
ment to bim, and that be hath ſent bim. Whoſo- 
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ever therefore does not honour the Son, as Lay- 
ing all Judgement committed to him, and being 
ſent by the Father, honoureth not the F ather.— 
And what is this Honour, that they are to pay to 
the Son ? The offering up Prayer to him? The 
Words cannot poſſibly bear any fuch Senſe. They 
are to believe and obey him, as being thus hon-. 
oured by the Father, and ſent by him. The 
Words, even as, do not mean that Men are in all 
Things to pay the ſame Honour to the Son, as 
to the Father; nor have they reſpect to any par- 
ticular Honour; but as they honour the F ather, 
as being God; fo they ſhould Honour the Son, as 
being ſent oy him, | 


Again; 7 bot, Lord, who Hind the Hearts of 
all Men, fſhew whether of theſe two thou haſt choſen. 
It is ambiguous, whether theſe Words are directed 
to Chriſt, or to God the Father, but ſuppoſing 
them to be directed to Chriſt, as it was upon that 
particular Occaſion, to fill up the Number of his 
own Apoſtles, no Argument can be drawn from 
them for praying ta him upon all other Occaſions, 


Again; Lord Jeſus, receive my Spirit. What re- 
lation has this to offering up Prayer to Chriſt ? 
St Stephen ſaw the Heavens opened, and Jeſus 
ſtanding at the right Hand of God, juſt as he 
was going to be put to Death for profeſſing to 
believe 1 in him; upon which he calls upon him to 
receive his Spirit: Was it not natural that he 
ſhould do this? Is this any Proof that it was his 
conſtant Practice to pray to Chriſt ? or can any 

Argu- 
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Argument be drawn from it, that Chriſtians ought 
to pray to Him? Arguments muſt run very low 
indeed, when ſuch as theſe are urged, for'offer- 
ing up Prayer to Chriſt. 


Again; All thoſe Texts which * expreſs the 
Wiſhes of the Perſon who ſpeaks, viz. The Grace 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with you, &c. are not, 
properly ſpeaking, Prayer offered up to Chrift ; 
nor are they directed to Chriſt, as they would be, 
if it were ſaid, -— 7 by Grace, O Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
be with us all. 


Again; For this Thing I beſought the Lord thrice, 
that it might depart from me. — Though the 
Words are ambiguous, it ſeems rather to be un- 
derſtood of Chriſt. But though the Apoſtle 
might upon ſome particular Occaſion call on 
Chriſt, is this any Proof that he conſtantly prayed 
to him; or that Chriſtians ought to offer up Pray- 
er to him, who have no ſuch particular . 
for doing of it? 


In the Revelations, the Angels are repreſented 
as falling down before the Lamb, and faying, 
Thou art worthy, —for thou waſt flain, and haſt re- 
deemed us to God by thy Blood. —But is what the 
Angels do in Heaven, who are preſent with Chriſt, 
any Example for us to do the ſame on Earth ? 


But the proper Queſtion is, Do any or all of 
theſe Texts, contain any Command for Chriſtians 


to pray to Chriſt ? or can any Thing but an ex- 
preſs 
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preſs Command juſtify our doing of it? or is it 

poſſible to belieye, that, if it were our Duty to 
pray to Chriſt, he would not as plainly have 


told his Diſciples ſo, as he did, that they ſhould 
pray to the Father in his Name ? 


When I laid theſe Things before our Aeg 
I expected, that in order to evade this plain Pro- 
bibition of our Saviour's, viz. In that Day ye ſhall 
aſk me nothing, they would have made uſe of 
that ſenſſeſ Diſtinction. That our Saviour ſpeaks 
this with reſpect to his Human Nature only; but 
with reſpect to his Divine Nature, we are to pray 
to him the ſame as to the Father. 


This Diſtinction ſerves them, in a ſimilar Caſe, 
when they would get rid of that Difficulty of our 
Saviour's being Inferior to the Father, as he him- 
felf expreſsly declares, —My Father is greater than 
[ which Orthodoxy tells us is to be underſtood, 


as ſpoken of his Human Nature, and not of his 
Disse i 


Lam not ignorant, that the more general Way 
of ſalving this Difficulty, viz. * How it hap- 
« pens that Chriſt directed his Diſciples to pray 
* to the Father, and ſays nothing of their pray- 
„ing to him, if he really intended that they 
<* ſhould offer up Prayer to him,” —is this, That 
« when we pray to the Father, in the Lord's 
Prayer, and in all our other Prayers, we are 
<< to underſtand by the Word Father, the whole 


by I 


That 


5 


Free and Candid Diſquifitions, &c. 31 
That this Opinion generally prevailed in the 
Reign of Janas I. cannot be doubted. For in a 
Tract of that learned Monarch, entitled, Medita= 
tions on the Lord's Prayer, he lays, I doubt 


* not, but that under the Name of Father, in 


< this Prayer, all the Trinity is to be underſtoad.” 
It is plain from hence, this muſt have been = 
current Doctrine at that Tune, | 


"And that this is the Orthodox Dodtrine of theſe 
Days, cannot I think be denied, from the follow- 
ing Inſtances, nat to cite many more, 


Dr Biſſe, in his Beauty of Holineſs, (as he calls 
it) has this Obſervation ; As to the Object of 
our Worſhip, the Church ſeems to intimate, 
that the Lord's Prayer, and by conſequence all 
aur other Prayers, of which this ought to be 
the Pattern, is to be directed to the Trinity 
« and that by the Word Father, in the Preface 
« of it, not the firſt Perſon alone, but the other 
two are equally included; for we pray not, ſay- 
ing, The Father, but Our Father.” Sermon III. 


Theſe Sermons were preached before a learned 
Audience, and have gone through ſeveral Edi- 
tions; and I never heard, that the Doctor incur- 
red any Cenlure for his Opinion ; ſo that we may 
conclude, it was the current Doctrine in his Time, 


But to come down later. Dr Wells, in the 


Controverſy with Dr Clarke, concerning the Tri- 
nity, recommends a Writer, in the ſame Contro- 
yerſy, for aſſerting the ſame Doctrine, 2 

| | Nc 
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32 Curſary ANIMADVERSIONS: pan 


And a Divine, who ſeems to have made it his 
Buſineſs to collect every Thing material upon the 
Subject, gives this as a ſhort Abſtract of what 
ſeveral of our learned Writers have ſaid upon it.— 
« The Church (ſays he, referring to great Au- 
<<. thorities) always prays to the Trinity, to the 
« Trinity in Unity, or to the Unity in Trinity. 
4 The Word Father is not intended notionaliter, 
“ and perſonaliter, but eſſentialiter, as it is refer- 
cc red unto the Creature, made and conſerved by 
* God, in which Senſe it appertains to the whole 
« Trinity.” 5 


And among the Primitive Fathers, thoſe able 
Expounders of Scripture, Tertullian ſays,.—“ In 
« Patre Filius invocatur.“ He indeed fo far dif- 
fers from modern Orthodoxy, that he only com- 
prehends the Son, under the Name of Father, in 
the Lord's Prayer. 


If this were true, it would follow, That when 


Chriſt prayed to his Father, he prayed to himſelf. 


And when St Jobn ſays, that Chriſt is our Ad- 
vocate with the Father, he means, that the Son 
is an Advocate to himſelf: with many other ſuch 
Abſurdities, as not only Tertullian's Authority, 
and the whole Catholic Church from the Days of 
the Apoſtles, but even that of an Ange! from Hea- 
ven, would be very inſufficient to eſtabliſh in the 
Opinion of any reaſonable Man, who had ever 


read the New Teſtament, 
| | And 


Free and Candid Diſpuiſitiams, &c. 33 


„And will our Authors, after this, perf in it, 
„ That it was no Part of their general Plan, 
to enquire, what is the proper Obeft of Wor- 
ſhip; or in * — — to 
pray.“ | 


It is the it and KARE Thing t to be enquired 
into, in the Review of any Liturgy, viz. Are all 
the Prayers directed to a proper Object? For tho? 
a Liturgy be free from all yain Repetitions, — 
from every Thing that is uninteiligible,— from all 
Scholaſtic Terms, and from every Controverſial 
Point; —yet if all, or any of the. Prayers are of- 
fered up to improper Objects, that Liturgy can- 
not be juſtified, or be acceptable to God. 


But it is to be hoped our Authors have, 8 
the publiſhing the firſt Volume of their Diſquiſi- | -i 
tions, ſeen their Error, and will corre# it in the | 
ſecond” Volume, which they have n the 

Public. 


5 There is a remarxleable Paſage in a Letter of 
the learned Biſhop Bull to the Biſnop of Meaux, 
which. it is proper to lay before the Reader. 


2 In the firſt and beſt Ages, (ſaith that learned 
Biſhop) the Churches of Chriſt directed all their 
Prayers, — according to the Scripture, — to God 
* the Father only, through the alone Mediation 

of Jeſus Chrift.” Page 295. 
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34 Curſory ANIMADVERSIONS upon 


I ſuppoſe, no one will diſpute the Truth of the 
Fact with this great Maſter of Antiquity. ' But 


if the Biſhop was miſtaken, he gives a ſtronger 
Reaſon why the Prayers of the Church, in thefe 


Days, ought to be the ſame, viz. ©* That it wa 


& according to the of; grape * 


When the good Biſhop i is vreſſed by the Church 


of Rome; — How Proteſtants can object to the 


« offering up Prayer to the Bleſſed Virgin, and to 


* Faints and Angels; when, at the ſame Time, 
they offer up Prayer to the Son, and to the 
„Holy Spirit, for which there is no Command in 
% Scripture;“ — his Anſwer is, That in the 


c firſt. and beſt Ages, all Prayer was offered up to 


6e God, even the F ather.” 


But hn he would defend that favourite Point 


| againſt Heretics, as they are called, That the 


“ Son and Holy Spirit, are God equal with the 
« Father; then Reaſon and the Scripture are 
put to the Torture to juſtify the offering up Prayer 


to the Son and Holy Spirit; becauſe if that Point 
be gained, it follows, that the Son and Holy 


Spirit muſt be God equal with the Father. 
I make no doubt but our Authors, like the Reſt 


of the Orthodox, have the higheſt Veneration for 
Primitive Antiquity. Let them then give a Rea- 


ſon, why we-are not to follow Antiquity, the 
Practice of the firſt and beſt Ages, in offering up 


Prayer to God the Father only, 


There 


- 
c 
r 
e 
5 


Free and Canaid Diſquifitions, &. 35 


There are Objections to other Parts of the Li- 
turgy, which our Authors either paſs over; or 
the Anſwers they give to them, are not, I think, 
at all ſatisfactory. 


The firſt I ſhall mention, is the Obſervation of 
Days. ON 


It muſt be confeſſed, that this Practice is very 
Antient; but that is by no Means a ſufficient Rea- 
ſon for it. 


Let us hear what a Perſon of great Piety ſays 
upon this Occaſion; I mean Mr Nelſon, in his 
Companion for the Feſtivals and Faſts of the Church. 


In his Preliminary Inſtructions, Page 5, he 
puts this Query :— Is not the Church of Eng- 
« land's ſymbolizing with the Church of Rome in 
e hallowing of Days, an Objection againſt the 
« Obſervation of them? 


To this he Anſwers :—* I apprehend it is not. 
« Becauſe Conformity to any Church, in ſuch 


< Inſtitutions as tend to promote Piety, and are 


* agreeable to Scripture, and Primitive Anti- 
% quity, no way deſerves Cenſure. Neither is 
the Church of Rome blameable for hallowing 
* of Days, but for grafting upon them ſuch er- 
** roneous and ſuperſtitious Practices, as are un- 


* known to Scripture, and to the pureſt Ages of 
* the Church.” 
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Tf this good Man is for conforming to the 
Practice of the pureſt Ages of the Church in the 
hallowing of Days ; how much more. ought he to 
be for conforming to the Practice of the pureſt 
Ages in the ſolemn Point of Prayer? But how 
ſtrangely will the beſt of Men ſometimes forget 
themſelves ! 


| Now if it be allowed, © That the hallowing of 
« Days may tend to promote Piety ;” yet when 
it plainly tends to the introducing of the groſſeſt 
Idolatry, and has actually been abuſed: to this Pur- 
poſe, were it not to be wiſhed, that this Practice 
had never been introduced into the Church? and 
is it not an unanſwerable Reaſon for the _— of 


it away? 2 


. Eſpecially if it be true, what this Writer ſays; 

* That the antient Churches were obliged to 
« aboliſh even ſome Apoſtolical Rites, viz. the 
« Agape, and the Kiſs of Charity, through Mens 
“ obſtinate Abuſe of them.” 40 


And ſurely no Man will deny, that if the hal- 
lowing of Days were laid aſide in the Church of 
Rome, their idolatrous Worſhip would ſoon ceaſe. 
But whilſt Proteſtants countenance them in this 
Practice, of hallowing oi Days, they muſt never 
expect or hope to make them lay aſide their pray- 
ing to thoſe Perſons, whoſe Lives they hallow in 


this manner. 
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Free and Candid Diſquiſitions, &c. 37 


And whilſt this Practice of hallowing Days is 
abſerved by Proteſtants, they can't be certain, that 
it may not be the Means, at one Time or other, 
of our returning to the Church of Rome. 


For it can't be ſuppoſed, nor is it true, that 
Chriſtians, all at once, practiſed that iddlatrous 
Worſhip of offering up Prayer to the Bleſſed Vir- 
gin, and to Saints and Angels. No; they were 
led into it by Degrees. And had they never hal- 
lowed Days in Commemoration of them, they had 

never prayed to them. 


Our Authors take no notice at all of this. But 
next to the Offering up of Prayer to God, even 
the Father, only; I think no ober Alteration in 
the Liturgy of that Conſequence, as the laying 
aſide the Practice of hallowing Days, in Comme- 
moration of the Apoſtles and other good Men. 


And our Authors, one would think, ſhould 
readily come into this, when they are not afraid 
or aſhamed, (for which, they greatly deſerve to be 
commended) to declare their Apprehenſions, “ that 


„a Time may come, when we may be reconciled, 


* and return to the Church of Rome.” 


Speaking of the Diſſenters, they ſay ; —“ It is 
* the Opinion of the Authors, —as Things now 
e ſtand, — that it is better there ſhould be Diſſen- 
* ters, than that there ſnould be none. We have 


the greateſt Reaſon to pray, that the Separation 
D 3 6c may 


38 Curſery ANIMADVERSIONS upon 


may be continued, ſince they are now a Check 
* upon us. Were the Check once removed, ei- 
ther by a total Coalition, or Suppreſſion, who 
* knows what a favourable Aſpect we might caſt 
again towards Rome, and what an Inclination 
** we might ſhew towards a Reunion with her?“ 
Appeal to Common Reaſon, &c. Part II. Page 66. 


This is honeſtly and wiſely ſaid. — For, © as 
« Things now ftand;” — that is, whilſt we retain 
in our Liturgy Things that either cannot be juſ- 
tified, or at the beſt are not neceſſary, we give 
the Emiſſaries of the Church of Rome a fair Op- 
portunity, to make Converts to that Church, by 
perſuading weak People, that there is no eſſentia! 
Difference between the Church of Rome, and our 
own Church. 


And it is certain, that by theſe Arts they do 
ſeduce many to their Communion ; and I wiſh I 
could ſay, it is only among the loweſt of the 
People. 


I can't but add here one Word of Advice to our 
Diſſenters; — That it is greatly to be wiſhed, that 
as they are reformed from all the ceremonious and 
ſuperſtitious Worſhip of the Church of Rome; ſb 
they returned to the Worſhip of one God, even 
the Father, only; and that they departed from 
that Enthuſiaſtic Notion of praying by the Spirit; 
— and that they required no more of any Man, 
than this,. To believe the Scripture to be the 
Word of God, to endeavgur to find out the true 

Senſe 


Free and Candid Diſquifitions, &c. 39 
Senſe of it, and to live according to it. Or, if 
they like it better, in the Words of that excellent 
Man, Dr Fofter, ©** That they would publicly ac- 
* knowledge, that whoſoever believeth that Jeſus 
is the Chriſt, and endeavours to underſtand the 
© Revelation which he brought from Heaven, 
and to act agreeably to it, is a good Chriſtian, 
as and is intitled to the Charity and Fellowſhip 
ain * of Chriſtians, whatever other Miſtakes he may 
al. be guilty of.” Diſcourjes on Natural Religion, 
ive &c. Page 337. 


p- | 
F | If our Diſſenters made this farther Reformation, 


b 
ON in their Faith and Worſhip, they would be the 
5 Glory of the Reformation, and an Example of 
pure and genuine Chriſtianity; and a Bulwark 
againſt Popery, not to be ſhaken. 
1 y But to return to the Liturgy, and our Au- 
he thors Diſquiſitions upon it. 
In the Communion Office, there are ſeveral 
1 Things that ought to be altered, which our Au- 


"= thors take no notice of. 


ind Biſhop Bull, in his Letter to the Biſhop of 
0 Meaux, ſays; —* We are not ignorant, that the 
ven i © Antient Fathers generally teach, that the Bread 
wm and Wine in the Euchariſt, by or upon the 
ut; * Conſecration of them, do become and are made 
an, the Body and Blood of Chriſt,” Page 250.— 
the And I am firmly perſuaded, that a great Number 
rue of Proteſtants believe the ſame. For this Reaſon, 
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40 Curſory ANIMADVERSIONS -12þ0#t 
and not to give countenance to that abſurd Doc+ 
trine of Tranſulſtantiation, it were to be wiſhed; 
that we did not retain that Practice of the Church 
of Rome of conſecrating the Elements. Nor can 


it be denied, that this ſuperſtitious Practice laid 


the Foundation for that abſurd Doctrine. Let 
any Man ſhew, that the Sacrament cannot be ad- 
miniſtred with as much Decency and Piety, if this 
Ceremony were omitted, and that will be ſome 
Reaſon for the Continuance of it. 


Biſhop Bull obſerves farther, Page 303 ; — 
« That the whole Adminiſtration of the Saera- 
« ment is ſo clogged, ſo metamorphoſed, and 
„ defaced, by the Addition of a Multitude of 
*« Ceremonies, and thoſe ſome of them more be- 
coming the Stage, than the Table of our Lord, 
that if the bleſſed Apoſtles were alive, and pre- 


* ſent at the Celebration of the Maſs in the Ro- 


* han Church, they would be amazed, and wen- 
% der what the Meaning of it was; ſure I am, 
e they would never own it to be the ſame Ordi- 
* nance, which they left to the Churches.“ 


Tho! I am far from thinking, that the Ceremo- 
nies uſed in the Adminiſtration of the Sacrament 
in the Church of England, deſerve that Charac- 
ter which Biſhop Bull here gives of the Ceremo- 
nies uſed in the Church of Rome in that Office-; 
yet I can't but ſay, that the Manner of admmiſ- 
tring the Sacrament in the Church of England is 
ſo different from that plain, ſimple manner, in which 


Free and Candid Diſquifitions, &c. 4 
it was adtniniſtred: by the Apoſtles, that were they 
alive. and preſent at it, they would not on it'to 
be the ſame Ordinance, which 0 left to the 


Churches. 


| When this Sacrament was introduced into; and 
made a Part of the Public Worſhip, is not, 1 
believe, eaſy to determine. Moſt certainly, not 
in the Time of the Apoſtles. This alone would 
perplex the Apoſtles, or the firſt Chriſtians, who 
never ſaw it adminiftred in that Manner, what 
the Chriſtians in theſe Days intended; eſpecially, 
when they ſaw the different Poſtures uſed by the 
Miniſter, -( of ſtanding up, and kneeling down, 
«© — then turning to the People, — then to the 
“ Table;” and the Ceremonies he uſes whilſt 
he reads the Prayer of Conſecration,—*<* of tak- 
„ing the Patten into his Hands, —then to break 
e the Bread, — then to lay his Hand upon all 
te the Bread, — then to take the Cup into his 
« Hand,—then to lay his Hand upon every Veſ- 
« ſel, be it Chalice or Flaggon, in which there 
is any Wine to be conſecrated ;-and when all 
« have communicated, then he is to return to 
* the Table, and reverently place upon it what 
remains of the conſecrated Elements, covering 
« the ſame with a fair Linnen Cloth.” _ 


Can any Man believe, if the Apoſtles were a- 
live and to be preſent at this, that they would 


not be perplexed to know what was doing; or 


that it would at firſt Sight enter into their 
Thoughts, 
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42 Curſory ANIMADVERSIONS % 
Thoughts, that this was the ſame Ordinance 
which: they left to the Church. 


Let no Man think, that I am againſt receiving 
this Sacrament at the ſame Time when Chriſtians 
are aſſembled together to worſhip God in public. 
No, I am ſatisfied it would not be received in that 
decent and devout Manner, as it ought to be, did 
Chriſtians aſſemble together to receive it at any 
other Time or Place. What I could wiſh is, that 
this Sacrament were adminiſtred with as little Ce- 
remony as poſſible, and not in ſuch manner as to 
give the People falſe and ſuperſtitious Notions of 
It, 


For theſe Reaſons I think the Diſſenters have 
acted wiſely, and as becomes conſiſtent Proteſ- 
tants, and fincere Chriſtians, in laying aſide all 
thoſe Ceremonies practiſed by our Church, and ad- 
miniſtring the Sacrament in the moſt plain and 
ſimple Manner; neither to confound the Under- 
ſtanding of the Bulk of Chriſtians, nor to give 
any Occaſion to the Church of Rome to ſay, that 
their Form of Adminiſtration differs nothing, in 
reality, from their Manner of adminiſtring it. 


In the ſame Letter, Biſhop Bull ſays farther , 

—*< ] might paſs from the holy Euchariſt to the 
other Sacrament of Baptiſm, and expoſe the 
« many ſtrange Ceremonies uſed in the Roman 
©« Church, in the Conſecration of the Font, and 
in the very Adminiſtration of that Sacrament.” 


Page 504. N 
ow 


FR 


Free and Candid Diſquiſitiuns, &c. 43 


Now though the Church of England has re- 
formed from the moſt ridiculous of theſe Cere- 


monies ; yet ſhe has retained one, that is unwor- 


thy of the Simplicity and Purity of 9 
I mean the Sign of the Croſs. 


Our Authors ſpeak contemptibly enough of 
this Ceremony, and yet they are for retaining of 
it; “ only that Parents ſhould have it in their 
e own Choice, whether their Child ſhall be ſigned 
with the Sign of the Croſs, or not.“ 


« Although (ſay they) we do not think the 
Sign of the Croſs or any other Ceremony, that 
« js in itſelf harmleſs, can deſerve two Words de- 
© bate ; yet, for Peace ſake, they humbly query, 
6 Whether this Signature might not be omitted, 
<« if the Parents deſire it.” | 


So that, in the Opinion of theſe Gentlemen, 
it does not deſerve two Words debate, what Num- 
ber of Ceremonies the Worſhjp of God be clogged 
with, “provided they are in themſelves harmleſs.” 


But as harmleſs as our Authors would repre- 
ſent this Sign to be; yet if it be in itſelf ridiculous, 
and has been the Occaſion of the moſt ſuperſtitious 
Uſe of it in the Church of Rome, both the Prieft 
and the People ſigning themſelves with the Sign 
of the Croſs in their Addreſſes to Heaven, and 
placing a Merit in it; ſurely it ought to be laid 
aſide by all Proteſtants who diſclaim any Merit 
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in the Uſe of that Sign, or of any other, to obtain 
Pardon for their Sins. 


| What has not a little contributed to this fooliſh. 
and ſuperſtitigus Veneration for the Sign of the 
Croſs, has been the Stories that have been related 
by the Primitive Fathers, and other antient Wri- 


ters, concerning the Sign of the Croſs appearing 


in various Forms, and at different Times, in the 
Heavens, and I the Cloaths and Bodies of 
-Men. 


The learned Mr Warburton has given us a Col- 
leftion of theſe in his Julian. But there is one, 
of a more modern Date, related by this learned 
Divine; which (he ſays) is as well atteſted as 
a Fact can poſſibly be; — I truſt he does not 
mean as the miraculous Facts, recorded in the 


Goſpel. 


I ſhall ſet the Story down at full length, and 
leave every Man to give Credit to, or to laugh at 


it, as he ſhall be diſpoſed. 


„ This Day the Lord Biſhop of Ely, a Prelate 
«© of great Piety and Holineſs, related to me a 


„ ,onderful Thing, He ſaid, he had received 
the Account from many Hands, but chiefly 


from the Lord Biſhop of Wells, lately dead; 


+ who was ſucceeded by the Lord Montacute ; 


© That in the City of Wells, about fifteen Years 


ago, one Summer's Day, while the People were 
„at Divine Service in _ Cathedral Church, 


they 
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00 they heard, as it thundered, two'or tee Claßs, 
36 DR meaſure dreadful, ſo that the whole Con 
<« gregation, affected alike, threw themſelves on 
cc their Knees, at this terrifying Sound. It ap- 
<« peared, the Lightning fell at the ſame Time, 
« but without Harm to any one. © 80 far then, 
* there was nothing but what is common in the 
« ke Caſes. The wonderful Part Was this, 
&« which afterwards was taken notice of by many, 
** That the Marks of a Croſs were found to have 
« been imprinted on the Bodies of thoſe, who were 
then at Divine Service in the Cathedral. The 
« Biſhop of Wells told my Lord of Ey, that his 
* Wife, a Woman of uncommon Probity, came 
to him and informed him, as of a great Mira- 
« cle, that ſhe had then the Mark of a Crofs 
<< impreſſed upon her Body. Which Tale when 
<« the Biſhop treated as abſurd, his Wife expoſed 
« the Part, and gave him ocular Proof. He af- 
<« terwards obſerved, that he had upon himſelf, 
on his Arm, as I take it, the plaineſt Mark of 


„a f. Others had it upon the Shoulder, the 


« Breaſt, the Back, or other Parts. This Ac- 
count that great Man, my Lord of Eh, gave 
« me in ſuch a Manner, as forbad me even to 
% doubt of its Truth.” Julian, &c. Page 119. 


I have only this Remark to make, upon this 
wonderful Tale; — That we have numberleſs ſuch 
Tales as this recorded by the Primitive Fathers, 
Men of as great Piety and Holineſs, as my Lord 
of Ely; which the Church of Rome pretends to 

believe, 
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believe, for the Sake of eſtabliſhing the Credit of 
her own Miracles; but which all confiftent Pro- 
teſtants treat with that d which * 
deſerve. ” | 

Labs 4 TN | Ta 
| Upon the Whole, it is Matter of FNC ws BY 
to me, that all ſincere Chriſtians ſhould not ſee, 
that there is no other poſſible Way to frame a 
Liturgy that ſhall be free from every Thing that 
is unintelligible, and from all controverſial Points, 
but upon the Foot I have here propoſed, which 
is; That we profeſs to believe in one God, even 
the Father, who created us; and in one Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt,” who redeemed us; and in one Holy 
Spirit, who ſanctifies us :—And, in Conformity to 
this, that we offer-up all Prayer to God, even the 
Father, in the Name and through the Mediation 
of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, for the — of his 
Holy Spirit. 


There can 'be no middle Way found out, be- 
tween a Liturgy formed after this manner, and 
the Liturgy of the Church of Zxg/and. For the 
Experience of all Ages has ſhewn, that if Men 
deviate from this Rule of Faith and Worſhip, they 
know not where to ſtop, but all is Darkneſs, Con- 
fuſion, and Contradiction. 


And I would only deſire our Authors to give 
an Anſwer to this plain Queſtion, - Whether a 
Liturgy ſo framed be not ſufficient to Salvation, 

and 


Free and Candid Diſquiſitions, &c. 47 
and to all the Ends and Purpoſes of Chriſtia 
"Y ? 


This is the 36h, © roxy carey gi 
Popery and Infidelity. 
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CONCLUSION. 


T is a melancholy Conſideration, the various 
and ſtrange Reception Chriſtianity hath met 
with in the World. 


The Deiſt denys the Truth and Neceſſity of the 
Goſpel Revelation. With reſpe& to the Truth 
of the Goſpel Hiſtory, he ma with equal Rea- 
ſon deny the Truth of all profane Hiſtory, and of 
all Facts that come not under his own Know- 
ledge. With reſpect to the Neceſſity of the Re- 
velation of the Goſpel; in the firſt Place, there 
never was a full and true Diſcovery of all Moral 
Duties, till Chriſt appeared in the World; at 
leaſt, no Man could pretend a divine Authority 
to enforce them; therefore there was a Neceſſity 
that ſome Perſon ſhould be ſent immediately from 
God, for theſe two Purpoſes ; and for this other 
Reaſon, to give Men a full Aſſurance of a future 
State of Rewards and Puniſhments. In the next 
Place, there was a Neceſſity the Son of God 
ſhould be that Perſon, that the Propheſies con- 
cerning him might be fulfilled ; — that he might 
lay down his Life a Ranſom and a Sacrifice for 

ſinful 
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| ſinful Men, to reconcile them to God, and to 
make them worthy of eternal Happineſs ;—and 
that he might be their Mediator to intercede for 
them with God, in whoſe Name they were to of- 
fer-up all their Prayers to God. For as God is of 
purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity, it was not 
fit, in his Wiſdom and Government of the World, 

that Sin ſhould paſs unpuniſhed ; and that ſinful 
Men ſhould be forgiven, merely upon their Re- 
| pentance, but for the Sake of Chriſt, who died 
for them. Nor are they worthy to offer up Prayer 
to God, but in the Name and through the Medi- 
ation of his Son. And it was farther neceſſary, 
that the Son of God ſhould come into the World, 
that, after his: Aſcenſion into Heaven, the Holy 
Spirit might be ſent to be the Sanctifier of all 
Hearts, and the Comforter and Supporter of good 
Chriſtians under all their Difficulties ; for fo frail 
is the Nature of Man, that he is not able of him- 
ſelf to perform the Conditions of Salvation ; at 
leaſt, he is enabled to perform them with greater 
Perfection, and with much greater Eaſe and Sa- 
tisfaction to his own Mind, under the Direction 
and Ailtftance of the Holy Spirit. 


Theſe Things are ſo reaſonable, that I am firm- 
ly perſuaded, no Man ever refuſed to believe 
them, but his own Wickedneſs and ungoverned 
Luſts, were the only Cauſes of his obſtinate Infi- 
delity. 


E. n „Te 
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The Secinians acknowledge the Truth and Ne- 
ceſſity of Chriſtianity to reform the World ; and 
to engage Men, by the full Aſſurance of a, Fu- 
ture State, to perform the Will of God. But 
how unreaſonably do theſe Men debaſe the Love 
of God, and of his Son to Mankind, by aſſert - 
ing, that He was no mare than a mere Man ?” 
And by this raſh and groundleſs Aſſertion, con- 
trary to. the plaineſt Declarations of Scripture 
deſtroy the ſtrongeſt Motives to Obedience. And, 
not content to ſtop here, they deny, that there 
is any ſuch Perſon as the Holy Spirit.” And, 
in order to maintain theſe Doctrines, what Haveck 
do they make of the Scripture ? what a ridiculous 
Senſe do they put upon thoſe Words of our Savi- 
our, when he ſpeaks in the plaineſt Manner, of 
his coming down immediately from Heaven; and 
of his exiſting with God, before he came into 
the World; — by feigning, that he was taken up 
into Heaven, as Moſes of old into the Mount, to 
receive his Inſtructions, and then came down 
again to preach? And how abſurdly do they 
interpret the Scripture, in denying the Perſona- 
lity of the Holy Ghoſt ; when they muſt acknow- 
ledge, that if our Saviour intended to deſcribe a 
real Perſon, or intelligent Agent, when he ſpeaks 
of the Holy Spirit, he could not have done it ia 
plainer and ſtronger Terms ? 


The only Plea for theſe Men, for I am per- 
ſuaded many among them do really believe what 
they 
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they teach, and lead exemplarily good Lives, is 
this, That they think it the only Way to pre- 
ſerve the Unity of God, or that the Father is the 
only true God. 


But alas ! br weak is this Plea! If others, 
contrary to the plaineſt Senſe of Scripture, will 


aſſert, that the Son, and Holy Spirit, are each 


of them the one Supreme God, equal with the 
Father; is there any Neceſſity for them to 
run into the other Extream, and to aſſert, that 
Chriſt is no more than a mere Man; and that, 
by the Holy Spirit is not meant a real Perſon, 
but only the Grace of God? Is not the Unity 
of God ſufficiently preſerved, though we allow 
of the great and incomprehenſible Dignity of 
his Son, and of his Holy Spirit? For of how 
great and incomprehenſible Dignity ſoever theſe: 
two divine Perfons are, yet if they be not God 
equal with the Father, which they cannot poſſi- 
bly be, the Son might condeſcend to do all that 
the Scripture ſpeaks. of him; and the Holy Spi- 
rit might be ſent by God into the World, for 
the Purpoſes. which the Scripture declares. 


Strange! that good and ſenſible Men ſhould 
not fee how much more this is for the Honour of 
God, and of Chriſtianity; how much more it 
manifeſts the Love of God, and of his Son to ſin- 
ful Men; — and how much ſtronger our Obliga- 
tions are to obey. the Will of God ; than if we 

| E 2 believs 
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believe the Son to be no more than a mere Man, 


and that there is no ſuch Perſon as the Kant 
Spirit. : > hot) Ut ; 


The Arians indeed do not run into the ſame 
Extravagancies and Abſurdities, as the Socintans ; 
they do not debaſe the Son of God, as theſe Men 
do; or deny the Perſonality of the Holy Ghoſt; 
but they are guilty of great Preſumption in aſſert- 
ing, that the Son of God is ned, 1 that 
there was a Time when he was not; — When 
the Scripture does not affirny this, and it is im- 
poſſible for us to know, how the Son derives his 
Being from God; or that He may not have exiſted 
with the Father from all Eternity; not indeed by 
Neceſſity of Nature, but by the incomprehenſi- 
ble Will and Power of God. Theſe Things are 
incomprehenſible, not only to us, but, not impro- 
bably, to the higheſt Angels. This we may be 
certain of, that he is ſtiled, The only-bezotten Son 
of God, plainly to ſignify to us, that he derives 
his Being from God, in a peculiar and incom- 
prehenſible Manner, ſo as to be diſtinguiſhed from 
all other Beings ; ; and, that he is the Perſon; or 
118 next in Dignity to God his F ather. 


IC 


>The Scholaſtic Trinitarian is he; WY as I men- 
doned above, runs into the oppoſite. Extream 
to the Socinians; aſſerting, —** That God is Three 
{© Perſons; or that the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, are the One ſupreme Being.” This is 
I. 8 2 utterly 
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utterly irreconcileable, not only with Reaſon, but 
with the Doctrine of the Old and New Teftament, 
from the Beginning to the End. He, who has 
this Faith, can have no diſtin& Notion of God, 
or of his Son, or of his Holy Spirit. He ac- 
knowledges in Words, the Humiliation, Incarna- 
tion, and Suffering of the Son of God, but in 
Reality he denies the Whole. For if you aſk him, 
how the Son did all this? whether he did it in 
his or Perſon ? he gives you no direct Anſwer, 
but talks of a myſterious Union, between the Son 
of God, and a human Soul; making him to be 
Two Perſons, and that what the one Perſon did, 
the other did alſo. How utterly unintelligible is 
all this? how contradictory to the plain Senſe of 
Scripture z which conſtantly ſpeaks of God as one 
Perſon, one intelligent Agent only, and that the 
Father is He ?—which gives not the leaſt Intima- 
tion of the Son of God being united to a human 
Soul, or of his being Two Perſons, which is im- 
poſſible in the Nature of the Thing; but that He, 
himſelf, in his own Perſon, aſſumed a human 
Body, by being born of a Woman, that he con- 
verſed with Men, and taught them the Will of 
God in that Body, and ſuffered Death in that Body, 
the ſame as an Angel might have done, had God 
thought fit to ſend one of that high Order of Be- 
ings, inſtead of ſending his Son, to do all this. 


It-is not eaſy to determine, which of the two 
is the moſt abſurd and extravagant Fiction; — that 
of the Sociniant, wha feign that Chriſt was taken 

i E 3 up 
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up into Heaven, before he entered upon his Mi- 
niſtry, to be inſtructed of God, and then came 
down to preach ;—or, that of the Scholaſtic Trini- 
tarians, who feign, that a human Soul was creat- 
ed, ſome Time before the Creation of the World, 
they know not when; which human Soul, at 
God's appointed Time, came down from Hea- 
ven, and was born of a Woman, and preached 
the Will of God to Men, and then ſuffered Death; 
and that the Son of God was united to this hu- 
man Soul, in ſuch a Manner, as to partake with 
the human Soul in all this. 


* — 7 2 . * 
— —_ = - 4 - — . 
* 7 — 


If this be not all Confuſion, and turning the 
whole Scripture Doctrine of the Redemption of 
Man, by the Blood of the only-begotten Son of 
God into ridicule, no Words can do it. 
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Of theſe Men it may be truly ſaid, — That they 
believe and worſhip they know not how nor what. 


X. x 
i * 
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But though there be a great Number, who 
deny the Truth, and Neceſſity, of the Revelation 
of the Goſpel; — and others, who, though they 
acknowledge both, yet interpret it in ſuch a 
Senſe, as no unprejudiced Perſon who has read 
the Scriptures, with any Attention, nor any ſen- 
ſible Heathen who ſhould read them, can poſſibly 
believe; and who, though they ſeem to differ, (I 
ſpeak of the Socinians and Scholaſtic Trinitarians) 
agree in this, That our Redeemer was a mere Man. 
A Poctrine which reflects the greateſt Diſhonour 
on Chriſtianity, and its divine Author; yet there 

| are, 
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are, bleſſed be God! a great Number, who main- 
tain the Simplicity, and great Dignity of Chriſ- 
tianity. Men, who believe in one God, even 
the Father; and in one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 
only-begotten Son of God, the Perſon or Being 
next in Dignity to God ;—and in one Holy Spirit, 
who proceeds from God, the Perſon or Being 
next in Dignity to the Son ;—and who offer up all 
Prayer to the One and only true God, even the 
Father, in the Name and through the Mediation 
of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, for the Aſſiſtance of his 
Holy Spirit. Men, who have a juſt Senſe of the 
amazing Love of God to Sinners, in ſending his 
Son, and Holy Spirit, into the World ; the One 
to die for us, and reconcile us to God ; the Other 
to aſſiſt us in the Diſcharge of our Duty, and to 
comfort and ſupport us under all Difficulties. —- 
Theſe, for Diſtinction ſake, I call the Scripture 
Trinitarians. | 


Good God! what would Men have more than 
this? Let Heatbens, — let Papiſts, — boaſt of the 
Myſteries in their Religion. But let not Proteſ- 
tants, let not Chriſtians do the ſame. True Chriſ- 
tianity is indeed amazing, and what could never 
have entered into the Heart of Man, but it is 
not myſterious or unintelligible. Amazing in the 
Love of God to ſinful Men ; for how could it ever 
have entered into the Heart of Man to conceive, 
—that God ſhould ſo love the World, as to ſend 
his only-begotten Son, to die for us, that whoſo- 
ever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but have 


everlaſting Life ? 
Aſtoniſhing 
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—— indeed is this Laos and is what 
4 Angels deſired to look into, but perfectly in- 
telligible.— For there is no greater Difficulty in 
conceiving, that the Son of God ſhould be thus 
ſent, than that an * e have deen * in 
his ſtead. 


fad yet plain as this is, and ſo much for the 
Honour of God, and of our holy Religion; yet 
that great and good Man, Archbiſhop Tillot ſon, 
{ſo ſtrong are the Prejudices of Education in the 
beſt of Men) among a great many other weak 
Arguments in Defence of the Scholaſtic Trinity, 
urges this for one, viz. ** That the World was 
«© much given to admire Myſteries in Religion: 
«© The Jews had theirs ; and the Heathens likewiſe 
& had theirs; and almoſt every Nation had their 
<« peculiar and celebrated Myſteries; which made 
« jt neceſſary, that there ſhould be Myſteries in 
« Chriſtianity, to wean the Gentile World by 
« Degrees from their groſs Conceptions.” Ser- 
#1011 XL VI. 


| Wen bs Truth is; — That the Simplicity of 
Chriſtianity is what diſtinguiſhes it ſrom all other 
Religions. This was the Deſcription given of it 


by our bleſſed Saviour, when he ſaid, — Fo the 


Poor the Goſpel is preached ;— That is, ſo plain was 
his Doctrine, that the Poor and moſt llliterate 
might eaſily underſtand it. 


And 
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| "Ul 23574 9, 
2 St © Paul; allading to chi + Gets and- 
many Mediators; in the Divinity of the Gentiles, 
ſays; There is none-other God but ane. For though 
there be, that are called, —Gods many,” and Lords. 
many; to us, there is but one God, the Father, of + 
whom are all Things, and we in bim; and one Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, by whom are all Things, and we by 
him ;— That is, there is one God, and one Mediator 
between God and Man, Chriſt Jeſus. 


So far therefore is it from being true, what that 
excellent Prelate infers, — * That Chriſtians were 
to have their Myfteries, becauſe the Heathens 
e had theirs” that our Saviour explains and ſums 
up the Condition of the Goſpel-Covenant of eter- 
nal Life, in theſe few Words ; viz. This is Life 
eternal, to know thee, the only true God, and Jeſus 
Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent. And St Paul con- 
demns the Myſteries of the Heathens, both in their 
Faith and Worſhip.; and eſtabliſhes Chriſtianity 
upon this ſingle Foundation, hat there is one 
God, even the Father ; and one Tord or Mediator, 
bis only- ruth Son Jeſus Cbriſt. 8 


Let that anticbriſtian Church, che Church of 
Rome, practiſe the ſame Arts which the Heathen 
Prieſts did, to keep the People in Temorance, and 
to make them dependent upon their Teachers, by 
making their whole Faith and Worſhip myſteri- 


ous and unintelligible ; but let all Proteſtant 
Churches 
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Churches teach Chriſtianity in that Simplicity, 
which its divine Author, and his Apoſtles, did 
before them, that the People may believe and pray 
with their LVuderſtanding; for ſuch Faith and Wor- 
ſhip only can promote Piety, and be acceptable to 
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